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The broad aims of this project are to:

• map and evaluate the current approaches to climate change communication across the community radio sector

• co-design climate change responses in close collaboration with the community radio sector, including its peak body 
(CBAA) and its diverse stations and communities

• build capacity across the sector to discuss climate change and its impacts in locally appropriate ways that develop and 
facilitate community understanding, resilience, and response

• undertake case studies in partnership with community radio stations to develop exemplar resource materials for the 
sector

• develop a training program, in partnership with the Community Media Training Organisation (CMTO), to assist stations in 
developing their own locally relevant climate change materials

• provide insights from our community-based research to government, climate science agencies, community groups on 
effective climate changes and responses at the local scale

• address a gap in an under-researched area of community radio. 

Warming Up is based on partnership and co-design 
with the Australian community radio sector



• introduce the project and background to climate change and community broadcasting

• explore how stations could talk about climate change

• canvass key opportunities and challenges of climate change for community 
broadcasting

• present existing activities of community broadcasting relevant to climate

• identify how tailoring content for diverse audiences can ready them for local climate 
change impacts

• advise on credible sources of information on climate change

• and importantly, invite stations to become involved.

Today’s aims



Climate change impacts are experienced locally, 
and so therefore responses must also be local. 

Community Radio knows ‘local’ and is representative of the 
immense cultural and geographical diversity of Australia

A perfect match!

• .

•

Climate action and community radio:  
A perfect match?



What we know so far

"Sign - Emergency Information ABC Radio 774 AM or Community Radio 97.1 FM, 
99.1 FM" by Matthew Paul Argall licensed under CC BY 2.0



Disaster readiness

Training
• CBAA online training
• CMTO Emergency Preparedness 

Training



Infrastructure - transmitters
• Gippsland FM has a new transmitter to widen its range
• Braidwood  FM also has a new transmitter to widen its 

range
• Rhema FM – replacement transmitter in March 2020: 

previous one hit by lightning strike in January, which 
had the station off air for seven weeks. 

Disaster readiness

Radio tower
by Serendipity licensed under CC BY 2.0



Case study: Braidwood FM in Black Summer bushfires 2019-2020
“In late November, a rapidly changing fire in Tallaganda National Park kicked off 14 days of near 
continuous emergency coverage. 

Station volunteers put hourly updates to air from the Rural Fire Service, directly connecting 
listeners to the information source. 

For some, it was the only source of information and portable battery-powered radios sold out in 
town.  

It was days into the broadcast when the volunteers realised just how many people were relying 
on the station. Community members were coming to the studio to drop off food and gift baskets 
to thank the volunteers. 

The new transmission range meant that locals in more remote areas could now hear the 
station's information and updates.”

CBAA submission to the 
2020 Royal Commission into 

National Natural Disaster Arrangements

Disaster broadcasts



Case study: TTT Townsville in the January 2019 floods
• Post-flood clean up – providing information about

• Drop off points for flood damaged goods

• Sources of financial assistance (and changes to rules for assistance 
programs)

• Licensed contractors that can work on homes

• Post-flood mental health/wellbeing support
• Providing information about services

• Partnering with service providers at local event

• Advertising packages for local businesses 
with $20 donation to flood relief

• Success stories of flood heroes or ‘super volunteers’

Disaster recovery

....like a bridge over troubled water 
by robstephaustralia licensed under CC BY 2.0



• Podcasts

• Climate emergency declaration

Content – formal initiatives



• Regular environmental programs

Content – general programming



• ‘How will this summer be different?’
• ‘How is the community recovering from bushfires?’
• ‘The beach is disappearing.’
• ‘Are we facing an extinction crisis?’
• ‘Should school kids go on strike to save the climate?’
• ‘Should we be extracting water from river systems?’

Content: community conversations



What can I do?
What can we do?



Drought, bushfire, flood — these represent icons of climate change for Australians

To effectively climate change risks, impacts and opportunities, we need to:

• shift the conversation from the global to the local scale: it’s not about polar bears 

• emphasise that climate change is here, now and is already impacting us as individuals, as families, our 
livelihoods and our way of life (social, economic, environmental systems and their interactions)

• demonstrate how the local community (local knowledge) can engage to develop solutions to local 
impacts.

Communicating climate change — it’s local



 



Climate change responses: mitigation and adaptation

Mitigation Adaptation
Reducing emissions Managing impacts



Climate change 
exacerbates all 
other pressures



1. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
United Nation’s body for assessing the science related to climate change - www.ipcc.ch/

2. Climate Change in Australia 
Learning and teaching resources, data and projections for Australia's natural resource management regions -
www.climatechangeinaustralia.gov.au/en/

3. Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO)
Australia's national science research agency - www.csiro.au/en/Research/OandA/Areas/Assessing-our-climate/Previous-
State-of-the-Climate-reports/State-of-the-Climate-2018

4. Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment.
Australian government lead agency on climate change - www.environment.gov.au/climate-change

5. State and local government websites – check your local jurisdiction

6. Coast Adapt
An information delivery and decision support framework for coastal Australia - coastadapt.com.au/learn-about-climate-
change

7. The Climate Council
former government agency, now public-funded climate change communication organisation - www.climatecouncil.org.au/

Some authoritative information sources

https://www.ipcc.ch/
https://www.climatechangeinaustralia.gov.au/en/
https://www.csiro.au/en/Research/OandA/Areas/Assessing-our-climate/Previous-State-of-the-Climate-reports/State-of-the-Climate-2018
https://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change
https://coastadapt.com.au/learn-about-climate-change
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/


Challenges
• Challenges are often scientifically defined, 

but the core challenges are social and 
cultural

• Community broadcasters can play a role 
in helping the community define its own 
challenges – and solutions

• Key challenges are communication and 
understanding
• balancing understanding of the science, 

the community and the range of potential 
solutions

• and then fostering action…
Community protest – defining their limits!



Opportunities 
• Communities have a role to play in 

mitigating and adapting to climate 
change.

• Climate challenge solutions are cost 
effective and many are available now 
and provide opportunities

• What are the opportunities for 
community radio stations – individual 
stations, community groups that use the 
stations, the whole community 
broadcasting system?



• How can you be involved in the project?

• What are you doing?

• What would you like to be doing?

• What would help you do that right now?

What do we want today?



Questions?

For more information or to be involved:
Anne.Leitch@griffith.edu.au



Don’t engage communities in a false debate; there is consensus within the scientific community 
that climate change is happening and that humans are the cause. We should not engage in 
discussions about belief, and instead assume that audiences agree it is happening. We need to focus 
discussions on impacts, risks and the resilience-building measures we can support now.

To have locally relevant discussions about climate change will require understanding climate 
impacts in the local context: information is available about how stressors (extreme events and ongoing 
climate change issues) will intersect in place to impact individuals and communities.

Urgent climate action is not only required but is also in the best economic interests of regions 
and communities: the discussion should centre around how climate action can support ongoing 
economic prosperity, including job creation and increased regional resilience.

Draw focus to the positive benefits of both mitigation and adaptation in place; responding 
effectively to mitigate or minimise climate impacts will have flow on effects that benefit local communities, 
for example: greening urban places to reduce water run off during heavy rainfall events can also improve 
air quality, reduce urban heating and provide mental health benefits through accessible green spaces. 
Actions that address multiple climate related issues will provide the greatest benefits.

(Climate Council, 2019).

Recommendations for discussing climate change 
in a community context:
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