
Human Behaviour  

 

Episode 1: A focus on the studies of sociologist Norbert Elias and his book 'The History Of 

Manners'. We will also have a look at Sigmund Freud’s ideas on the ID the ego and the super ego.  

 

Episode 2: Dance etiquette, its history and how it formed.  

We will also discuss dancing in public places and the idea of performing in front of others. There is 

a brief study of the man Anthony Day a local Hobartian known as 'Dancing Man'.  

 

Episode 3: Age disparity in relationships with a focus on the modern use of the term 'Cougar'. We 

examine the growing trend of older women dating younger men and the social stigma that 

surrounds it. 

 

Episode 4: The difference between our sex and our gender. We discuss the idea that gender is 

performed and have a look at the differences between our western society with a binary perception 

of gender and how other cultures often have three different types or more. 

 

Episode 5:  Queer Theory. Queer theory is a field of study that emerged in the 90s. It has been part 

of  feminist literature, sexuality and queer studies. Queer theory challenges the ideas of needing to 

identify one’s self as one type of sexual or another. We will look at the ideas of sociologist feminist 

philosopher Judith Butler. 

 

Episode 6: Dramaturgy. The idea of Dramaturgy from a sociological perspective comes from 

Sociologist Erving Goffman. He suggests that we are always in a constant state of performance. We 

have 'front stage' and 'back stage' behaviour – meaning that how we behave out in the world is 

different to how we behave when we are at home or alone. 

 

Episode 7: Freaks (Part 1) The origin of freak shows tracing back to the first famous freak that we 

know of to exhibit themselves. We will look at how the freak show evolved over time and how 

being an odd ball made some people very famous and rich. 

 

Episode 8: Freaks (Part 2) Focusing on P.T Barnum who played a key role in the popularisation of 

the freak show circus in America. He is known as one of the most successful business men of all 

time. We also take a peek at Edith Clifford – world champion sword swallower. 

 

Episode 9: Political Performance. We take a look at 'Black Face Minstrels, how they played a part in 

influencing public opinion towards black people. We also look at the Performance Art genre and 

how it is used as activism. We will  ake a look at how society is influenced by what we see and hear 

and the idea that our  minds can be affected. 

 

Episode 10: Herd mentality. Philosopher Edward Bernays is the nephew of Sigmund Freud. He is 

known as the father of marketing and wrote a book in 1928 called 'Propaganda'. He was interested 

in influencing the masses to buy certain products from certain companies by planting certain ideas 

into their minds. His ideas became the foundations for what marketing is based upon today.  We end 

this episode with a quote from William Blake about perception. 


