
GREAT HUSTLES OF HISTORY 
 
 
“Great Hustles of History” - A ten-part series by presenter/producer Nick Kenny - a tip of the hat to some of 
the most daring con artists of all time. These aren’t just your regular “street-smart” types - these are the 
Isaac Newtons of the hustling world. These people were so creative, clever, and confident, that they could 
easily have made a fortune in anything legitimate. Instead, they gave us some of the finest material for 
radio… 
 
“Episode One: The Man Who Sold The Brooklyn Bridge” - Brooklyn, USA. The turn of the twentieth century. 
In a time and a place when hustling reigned supreme, George C. Parker went down in history with one of 
the most ridiculous hustles of all - "selling" the Brooklyn Bridge… 
 
“Episode Two: Governor Lachlan Macquarie” - Most Australians have heard of Lachlan Macquarie. After 
all, he did name everything in sight after himself. But most of us haven’t heard the full story - how he turned 
rum into cash, cash into more cash, and became the biggest crook in a colony full of crooks… 
 
“Episode Three: Charles ‘Pyramid’ Ponzi” - Have you heard of the "pyramid scheme"? Well, this man was 
the original Pharaoh himself. Charles Ponzi built a fortune from a web of lies, sent a whole country into an 
investing frenzy, and kicked off one of the most infamous scams of all time… 
 
“Episode Four: The Prince of Poyais” - Gregor MacGregor lived a life as absurd as his name. This man 
invented a slice of paradise known as “Poyais”, crowned himself prince of the joint, then sent hundreds of 
European aristocrats off on a voyage to find it… And fleeced the lot of them. 
 
“Episode Five: A French Girl and a Brick” - In the late nineteenth century, Therese Aurignac hustled her 
way from poverty all the way into French high society, inspired by nothing more than a common house 
brick... 
 
“Episode Six: Stealing the Mona Lisa” - In 1913, Vincenzo Peruggia was convicted of the most audacious 
art heist in history - stealing the Mona Lisa. His name is infamous, but did he really mastermind the whole 
thing? 
 
“Episode Seven: Catch Me If You Can” - Frank Abagnale was one of the most infamous imposters of all 
time, and was made even more famous in the Hollywood blockbuster starring Tom Hanks & Leonardo 
DiCaprio. Fact or fiction? Tune in to find out… 
 
“Episode Eight: Emperor of these United States” - In 1859, a man walked into the San Francisco Bulletin, 
saluted the editor, and handed him a scroll proclaiming himself emperor. What followed was one of the 
biggest jokes in American history… 
 
“Episode Nine: The Last Will & Testament of Sir Francis Drake” - Around 100 years ago, a young man from 
Iowa took a story about Sir Francis Drake and turned it into a sixteen year crime spree. By the time he went 
to prison, no one would believe they'd been swindled so hard… 
 
“Episode Ten - Rorting the British Empire” - Sir Edmund Backhouse. Born into a respected bloodline, fluent 
in fourteen languages, and one of the most esteemed academics on the planet. He also managed rip off 
the British war machine at the height of the First World War… 

 


