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Executive summary 

Community radio is well placed to support Australian communities to prepare for 

and adapt to projected climate change impacts that threaten the nation’s landscapes 

and way of life. Australian communities are already experiencing the impacts 

through prolonged droughts and more prolonged and intense bushfire seasons and 

shifting weather patterns. 

The Warming Up project aims to build community resilience through partnering with 

community radio— a vital sector of Australian media— to build their confidence and 

capacity to have meaningful community conversations about climate change to 

support adaptation and foster mitigation. This pilot project contributed to this 

through a desktop review of academic and grey literature; a webinar organised by 

the Community Broadcasting Association of Australia; and pilot case studies in New 

South Wales with five radio stations selected for their interest in the project and 

experience with climate change in their community. We sought stations that 

represented some of the diversity of the community broadcasting sector: a focus on 

youth, multiculturalism, Indigenous and/or located in rural and regional locations. 

The project mapped several existing initiatives of community radio across Australia 

that have a primary focus on climate change and environmentalism/sustainability 

more broadly. These included regular environmental programs, series that covered 

environmental or climate change topics, lifestyle programs that considered positive 

change and youth programs that touched on environmental and climate change 

issues.  It also noted recent initiatives in disaster broadcasting given the recent 

widespread bushfires and floods.  

While the five radio stations were based in different locations in NSW with different 

communities, some themes emerged from this study in terms of common barriers 

and opportunities. We identified key barriers and opportunities to climate change 

action in the sector. Key barriers to climate action are:   

● the organisational culture of the stations 

● climate belief and scepticism 

●  and other environmental issues.  
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Key opportunities for climate action are: 

● support for climate change belief and use of local voices 

● experts, local champions and local stories 

● and the expanding need and role for disaster broadcasting.  

This pilot project identified an opportunity for the Australian community radio sector 

to lead its communities in climate action initiatives.  In the production and broadcast 

of local stories, including and beyond news reporting, community radio can create 

meaningful and engaging content geared to meet the challenges and opportunities 

forecast by climate changes. 

Future work opportunities could leverage the special position of community radio in 

the Australian media and cultural landscape and are many.  A national Warming Up 

project would (again) showcase the strength, innovation and commitment of 

Australian community radio, locally and globally. 
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Introduction 

Climate change is projected to dramatically alter the Australian landscape and way of life. 

Australia is already experiencing the effects of climate change – recent impacts in New South 

Wales include an intense drought, the bushfires and heat-related deaths of 2019-20 ‘black 

summer’, and widespread erosion of coastal urban areas along the east coast in July-August 

2020. These events provide a glimpse of a climate-altered future. These types of impacts are 

likely to increase, as Australia continues to experience long-term trends of higher air and sea 

temperatures, with more hot extremes, fewer cold extremes, and changed rainfall patterns 

(BOM & CSIRO, 2020).  Concern about climate change is increasing amongst the Australian 

public with this issue now ranked as the primary threat to Australia’s interests over the next 

decade (Kassam, 2019) and around 80 percent of Australians are concerned that climate 

change will result in more frequent droughts and floods (The Australia Institute, 2019) and 

bushfires (The Australia Institute, 2020).  

As well as high-profile disasters, many communities report shifting weather patterns and 

associated impacts in their local area. For example, the Queensland community of Yarrabah is 

experiencing changes in their bush tucker seasons      that in turn affects their cultural 

practices, food security and physical and mental health (Foxwell-Norton et al., 2019). Major 

industries and sectors are also experiencing change: for example, Australian farmers report an 

average of 21.7 percent loss in profitability since 2000 (Hughes et al., 2019). Climate change is 

a wicked problem with impacts and solutions traversing the economic, social, political, 

economic and cultural fabric of our communities and societies. Preparedness for, and 

resilience in the wake of changes wrought by climate changes can help reduce human and 

ecological suffering for short- and longer-term scenarios. 

The impacts of climate change are not spread evenly across society and often it is more 

vulnerable groups that are most affected. For example, the very young, elderly (75+ years) 

and chronically ill are susceptible to heat-related deaths (Arriagada et al., 2020).  Remote 

Indigenous communities are particularly vulnerable to a range of risks, including extreme 

weather events as well as affected life basics (drinking water, air quality, food safety, food 

security, housing) plus adverse health effects (Hall & Crosby, 2020). Rob Nixon (2011) refers to 

this as ‘slow violence’ where poor and marginalised communities experience the ‘long dyings’ 

of climate change and other environmental challenges, increasingly punctuated with extreme 

weather events.  
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The mainstream media spectacle of extreme weather and disaster fails to capture the longer 

slower burn of climate change, which means that the visibility of changes to communities is 

buried except in these relatively fleeting events of catastrophe. Community radio, again due 

to its commitment to community, can tackle the ‘slow news’ of changes in climate and 

community opportunities and challenges: it performs a critical role in communication around 

a range of disaster events and can support community adaption, readiness and responses.  In 

the production and broadcast of local stories, including and beyond news reporting,  

community radio can create meaningful and engaging content geared to meet the challenges 

and opportunities forecast by climate changes.  

Our current capacity to respond— as communities and a society— is hampered by the well-

established practices of Australian mainstream news media—primarily here, its commitment 

to immediate, spectacular events and its consistent reporting of elite sources and 

perspectives that marginalise communities that exist outside traditional sites of power and 

authority. Community radio in Australia, since its inception, has been premised on 

empowering marginalised communities. While not without its own weaknesses, community 

radio remains the best positioned media to nurture locally relevant responses to climate 

change and associated challenges and catastrophes (Foxwell-Norton, 2016; 2013). This role, 

already being undertaken by some in the sector, is a peerless opportunity to bring local voices 

and experiences to the patchwork of climate change impacts so characteristic of a country as 

geographically and culturally diverse as Australia. Community radio has always done this and 

with climate change, can again leverage its priority of local action and production in the 

service of both local and global communities and environments. It is, in many ways, a useful 

synergy between the ambition and achievements of community radio stations and those of 

climate change action, where local stewardship and action is essential to meaningful efforts 

and success. 
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Project description 

This pilot project aims to build community resilience through partnering with community 

radio— a vital sector of Australian media— to build their confidence and capacity to have 

meaningful community conversations about climate change to support adaptation and foster 

mitigation. This project acknowledges and supports the innovative role played by community 

radio in broadcasting pioneering content to support often marginalised and diverse Australian 

communities. Climate change presents an opportunity for Australia’s vibrant community radio 

sector to again lead through creating and tailoring content for its      audiences to ready them 

for climate change impacts in pursuit of more positive environmental futures. 

The pilot project involved the following.  

● a desktop review (academic literature and grey literature e.g. CBAA submissions)  

● a webinar organised by CBAA  

● five case studies that involved online interviews with key station staff and analysis of 

other relevant case material 

● follow up online interviews with people that expressed interest in the project through 

the above activities.  

Project aims 

Griffith University has a long history of productive engagement and mutually beneficial 

collaborations with the community radio sector. To this experience, we add expertise in 

climate change science, alongside knowledge of the impacts related to policy and governance, 

ecology and environments, business and industry, health, and critical understanding of the 

social and cultural impacts on Australian communities. Through this project Griffith University 

and the community radio sector worked in partnership to bring together research expertise in 

communication and media, climate change science and community radio to access embedded 

community knowledge and connections. 

The pilot study aimed to do the following: 

● Begin to map and evaluate the current approaches to climate change communication 

across the community radio sector. 
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● Undertake a desktop study to identify initiatives on community radio with a primary 

focus on climate change or other relevant social change, 

● Map the aims and audiences of these initiatives and evaluate what is working or could be 

improved in these existing initiatives. 

● Work with CBAA to identify five radio stations that express interest in being involved in a 

pilot project. Importantly, these included community radio organisations based in 

regional centres and those that are classed as generalist, Indigenous and ethnic.  

● Work individually with these stations to identify their challenges and opportunities to 

communicate climate changes, risks and impacts.  

● Conduct an evaluation with CBAA and the radio stations to capture lessons from the pilot 

project and scope future work.  
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Literature review 

Climate change and community radio 

The two main types of responses to climate change are mitigation and adaptation—the most 

effective strategies aim to address both. Mitigation of climate change is the reduction of 

greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, mostly through reducing the source of these gases. 

Current efforts in mitigation are insufficient to halt climate change plus, even if emissions stop 

today, the planet is still committed to a certain amount of change (IPCC 2018). This makes it 

vital for communities to consider adaptation to climate change, which involves planning and 

making changes to adjust to current and expected climate impacts (IPCC 2014) should also 

include identifying and taking advantages of opportunities that may arise. Adaptation 

planning is required at all scales, from global to local and amongst different sectors and 

groups (Adger et al., 2005). It tends to be cost effective to adapt sooner rather than later 

(Stern & Stern, 2007).  

Climate change impacts are experienced locally and therefore responses must also be local. 

Australia’s community radio network represents the immense cultural and geographical 

diversity of the ‘local’ that is typical of Australia. Different sectors and places have, and will 

continue to, experience changing weather and climate in ways that are both similar to, and 

distinct from, other communities (Adger et al., 2005). For instance, climate change impacts in 

Hobart will present differently to those in Broome or Bendigo and be understood differently 

by local people and communities. Being able to understand local risks and various impacts 

means that communities can be better prepared and make informed choices. Being better 

prepared may mean time to plan for better options and more control over future scenarios. 

Being better prepared—through the community planning process—also enhances community 

resilience as it tends to support community building and learning activities, and locally 

appropriate responses to challenges and opportunities. 

Community radio is ideally placed to guide local responses to climate change for their role in 

supporting communities that they serve. These radio stations are deeply embedded within 

communities, with an intimate knowledge of the prevailing values, attitudes and beliefs, as 

well as the local political, economic, and socio-cultural context (Anderson et al., 2020). They 

are uniquely positioned to engage local communities through constructive dialogue and to tell 

stories of climate changes that help to frame responses to changes that lie ahead.  They also 

play a valued role in pioneering initiatives to support Australia’s marginalised and/or 
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vulnerable communities, which are typically groups most at risk from the adverse effects of 

climate change. These stations also provide a feedback loop for governments and others 

interested in how climate changes are being understood, experienced and actioned locally. 

This is especially the case in regional, rural and remote Australia, where the majority of 

stations reside. 

Community radio stations are already important and trusted information providers of 

information about disasters (Ewart, 2020) with local radio able to provide highly detailed local 

and ‘very granular information’ and sometimes the only source of information for 

communities in which disasters were unfolding (RadioInfo 13 August 2020). With increasing 

climate-related emergencies, community radio is likely to need to expand its current role in 

emergency broadcasting, supporting a range of agencies to provide listeners with accurate 

information from official sources, alongside ongoing discussions about climate-related local 

issues. Recent fires and floods have provided a glimpse of a climate-altered future and 

community radio’s role therein. With potential increases in climate-related emergencies, 

community radio has expanded its current role of providing crisis communications assistance 

(CBAA 2020), supporting a range of agencies to provide listeners with accurate information 

from official sources, alongside ongoing discussions about climate related local issues. The 

2020 Royal Commission into National Natural Disaster Arrangements recognised the role of 

community radio as a source of emergency warnings and information (Binskin et al., 2020). 

Also important is the widely recognised role played by community radio in training student 

journalists and broadcasters that ultimately move on to the commercial radio sector (Forde et 

al., 2002). So, just as community radio is in a unique position to train early career broadcasters 

to be sensitive to issues of minority populations (Forde et al., 2002), it could also offer training 

to support broadcasters to be better equipped to discuss aspects of community resilience 

such as adaptation to climate change. This could include news reporting but is better 

understood as a ‘whole of station’ strategy that is premised on climate impacts across the 

social, cultural, political and economic tapestry of community life. 

Community radio faces some challenges in communicating climate change: 

● Communicating the ‘wicked problem’ of climate change, which reflects its complexity, 

uncertainty, fragmentation and divergence (Leitch, 2017).  

● Challenges of communication information perceived to be complex and highly technical 

and beyond the skills of newsroom journalists (Boyles, 2020).  
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● The community broadcast sector includes a range of political views (albeit anecdotal and 

not well-documented or understood) that range from highly engaged, left-leaning, 

activist broadcasters to very conservative broadcasters and communities. Climate change 

perceptions are influenced by political beliefs, with conservative audiences more likely to 

be sceptical of climate change issues (Fielding et al., 2012). 

● Conspiracy theories that ‘muddy the water’ by promoting misinformation and prejudice 

as well and stalling action, which may produce adverse political and societal outcomes 

(Connolly et al., 2019).  

● The need for content to ‘ring true’. Community radio tends to be well informed on local 

issues – but for audiences, what they hear needs to fit with their lived experience 

(Anderson et al., 2019).  

Community radio has many characteristics that make it a powerful ally for local, 

contextualised climate change discussions. It is worth briefly delineating between two 

dominant approaches to target communication on community radio: a dialogic, participatory 

approach and an information-dissemination, top-down model. In the case of the latter, there 

are many examples, particularly within the field of international development, where 

community radio is viewed as merely a one-way communication tool - one that transmits 

information and seeks to transfer knowledge through a “diffusion of innovations” approach 

(Rogers, 2010). Some organisations see radio as a ‘quick fix’: a way of disseminating messages 

rather than investing in the kinds of sustained, participatory programming typical of 

community radio (Center for International Media Assistance, 2007). Far more useful is the 

wealth of literature that sees community radio as an essential component of a rich local 

communication network, where stations and practitioners are deeply interwoven within the 

fabric of communities and their geographies – as a ‘geo-community media’ (Foxwell-Norton, 

2018) and are therefore well-placed to help communities interpret and contextualise 

environmental information and issues in ways that are locally appropriate. Thus, a 

participatory approach was a defining factor in reviewing how climate change has interacted 

with community radio around the world. 

Climate change and community radio internationally 

Many community radio sectors and stations globally have successfully taken advantage of the 

opportunity to communicate about the local impacts of climate change. Across Africa and 

India, there are many examples of community radio enlisted to help communities address 



 

10 
 

local environmental issues, including climate change. The following examples highlight the 

potential of community radio to facilitate community discussions that integrate existing local 

knowledge, fill knowledge gaps, and empower communities to take action. These findings are 

particularly significant in rural, agricultural areas, where communities may be more vulnerable 

to the effects of climate change and centralised support services and sources of information 

may be less available. 

● In the Congo Basin, community radio programs about farming and other local activities 

have facilitated community discussions about climate change. The programs contribute 

to community understanding of climate change, and also resulted in behaviour changes 

among local government organisations and other media (Perez-Teran et al., 2015).  

● In Ghana, a natural resource management project used community radio to facilitate a 

participatory approach to community discussions to highlight concerns of environmental 

issues including soil degradation and illegal logging. The program mobilised the 

community to act as their own advocates and reclaim ownership of their natural 

resources, which is important given that the livelihoods of many rural populations in 

West Africa rely on natural resources despite rarely having control and ownership over 

them (McKay, 2009).  

● Farm Radio International (FRI) also uses community radio to empower local communities 

across several countries in Africa. Their experiences support the wealth of community 

radio literature that asserts that community radio audiences prefer and trust content 

that is produced and presented by local community members (Hampson et al., 2017; 

Manyozo, 2008). An FRI project in Uganda focussed on the Mount Elgon ecosystem that 

is identified as high-risk in terms of vulnerability and capacity to adapt to climate change. 

The project addressed gaps in farmer knowledge through discussions based on audience 

demand, aiming to facilitate decision-making rather than introduce new practices 

(Hampson et al., 2017). The project’s interactive and participatory activities encouraged 

community members to build on their existing knowledge and empowered them to take 

action to build climate change resilience through forest landscape restoration activities. 

● In central India, a landmark project Shubh Kal—translated as ‘a better tomorrow’— 

involved four community radio stations in drought prone Bundelkhand, an area 

particularly vulnerable to climate change due to erratic rainfall patterns, regular 

droughts, and poor soil conditions. Literacy levels in the region are low and communities 

are particularly resistant to change and suspicious of policymakers and scientists (Bisht & 
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Alhuwalia, 2015). The Shubh Kal involved building the capacities of local community radio 

reporters to discuss climate change. This helped address the information needs of local 

communities and also supported communicating the needs of marginalised groups to 

policymakers and scientists to make them aware of the lived experiences of these 

communities (Bisht & Ahluwalia, 2015). 

South Asia is a particularly diverse region when it comes to community radio and climate 

change communication with a major focus on disaster broadcasting and preparedness, often 

stimulated by disaster events.  

● The Indian Ocean tsunami of 2004, which killed 230,000 people in 14 countries (ABC 

News, 2014), led to the establishment of India’s first community radio station for disaster 

management. Funded by the UNDP Tsunami Recovery Support Programme, Kalanjiam 

Samuga Vanoli began broadcasting in 2005 and aimed to build the capacities of local 

communities in terms of disaster preparedness, management, and livelihood resilience 

(Krishnamurthi & Naguveer Prakash, 2007).  

● Cyclone Mahasen in 2013 resulted in a significant effort from a collective of six coastal 

community radio stations in Bangladesh. The stations broadcast 514 hours of content 

continuously for five days disseminating disaster preparation advice and details of the 

evolving situation (CR News 2013).  

In the Pacific Island nations, the importance of bottom-up communication flows is also 

reiterated. Harris (2014, p. 77) argues that communities “are unlikely to respond to 

government policies promoting mitigation and adaptation strategies without an improved 

perception of climate change risk at a local level”. However, in some of these nations there is 

also the risk of unrelated problems being ‘blamed’ on climate change, therefore, while 

conversations need to be participatory, they also need to focus on adaptive capacity and 

resilience (McNaught et al., 2014). Community radio is identified as a participatory medium 

with potential for climate change education and community-based adaptation, but the author 

concedes that further research is needed in the Pacific context.  

Much of the literature focuses      on the role of community radio in low material areas 

(Anderson & Rodríguez, 2019; Cammaerts, 2009), yet community radio has supported climate 

change communication in ‘the West’. In Canada, a study based in the Newfoundland and 

Labrador region advocates for the importance of community radio, particularly in remote 

areas with unreliable internet access. Community radio, alongside more traditional knowledge 
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mobilisation activities, is argued to “buttress community interest and involvement in climate 

change action” (Abdulai et al., 2021, p. 117). 

Community radio has solidified its role in facilitating contextualised community discussions 

about climate change adaptation, mitigation, and resilience. These global case studies 

highlight the essential role of community radio in addressing climate change knowledge gaps 

in communities as well as empowering community members to make informed decisions 

around climate change. What is also clear from these examples is the power of contextualised 

information from trusted local sources. Community radio is uniquely placed to facilitate these 

discussions, some of which are already taking place across the Australian sector.
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Pilot study 

This pilot study involved a desktop study of available documents, a webinar organised by the 

CBAA and a series of interviews with five community radio stations in NSW. We also held 

interviews with interested individuals who followed up with the research team either as a 

result of the webinar or as part of the scoping for the station interviews. 

Desktop review 

There are many examples of community radio stations in Australia successfully driving 

community discussions about the local impacts of climate change in order to support climate 

change mitigation, adaptation, and community resilience. The initial phase of this research 

involved a desktop review of the CBAA and community station websites, submissions and 

other grey literature in order to identify current barriers, initiatives and other significant 

issues that could influence a radio station’s ability to communicate about climate change. This 

section outlines a sample of the existing efforts taking place across the sector, divided into 

three key areas: Climate change programming, disaster broadcasting, and disaster support 

and recovery (see Figure 1). 

 

 

 

  

Figure  Map of community radio stations that produce climate 

change content and that undertake disaster broadcasting. 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1ty0gR7KeGpWNmjjL4TlT3UKLARkNb0F-&usp=sharing 
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Programming related to climate change 

This component of the desktop review explored existing initiatives of community radio that 

have a primary focus on climate change and environmentalism/sustainability more broadly. 

The contents of this review are non-exhaustive and non-representative, instead they aim to 

capture a snapshot of some of the work taking place in terms of climate change 

communication on Australian community radio. 

Regular environmental programs 

● Dirt Radio (3CR)- presented by Friends of the Earth campaigners and activists, who dig 

into the dirt on important environmental and social justice issues. It explores the 

campaigns, issues and communities involved in defending their local environment.  

● Earth Matters (3CR) – covers local, national and international environmental issues from 

grassroots, activist perspectives with a strong social justice focus. Distributed nationally 

on the Community Radio Network.  

● Climate Action Show (3CR) – discusses climate change and what's hot and what's not, 

including news on what is happening in community campaigns around the country.  

● Beyond Zero: Science and Solutions (3CR) - hosted by members of Beyond Zero Emissions 

who investigate what is happening in community campaigns around the country, as well 

as the latest science and the solutions that are available now. 

● Radio EcoShock (3CR) – covers the latest science, authors, issues - from climate change, 

oceans, forests, pollution, Peak Oil, the economy, and peace. 

● Eco Futures (BAY FM) – includes discussion of environmental and sustainability topics. 

Interviews from environmental practitioners, academics, writers, legal experts and 

community members committed environmental protection and sustainability.  

● This is The Climate Crisis (BAY FM) –addresses the biggest issue facing humanity in our 

time: Climate change and ecological disruption.  

● The Sustainable Hour (The Pulse) – discusses climate change, sustainability and solutions 

– for a green, clean and sustainable Geelong. Every week there is interesting local and 

regional solution-builders, innovators, doers and first movers.  
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● Think: Sustainability (2SER) – discusses practical actions for a better planet: from waste to 

wealth, to grids and growth, it digs into consumption impacts across all areas of life — it 

tracks the movements, discoveries and technologies supporting a sustainable future.  

● Eco Radio (4ZZZ) - explores some strategies at the cutting edge of sustainability, including 

updates on what's going on in the local community and how to be involved.  

● Understorey (RTR FM) - Our award-winning Understorey journalists highlight local and 

globally connected environmental issues that the other media commonly pass over.  

Environmental or climate change related series  

● From the embers – CBAA’s documentary series of nine episodes (in partnership with the 

nine radio stations and with funding from the Judith Neilson Institute for Journalism and 

Ideas and the Paul Ramsay Foundation). “From the Embers takes listeners to the very 

heart of nine communities affected by the recent bushfire crisis. The communities of the 

Adelaide Hills, Bairnsdale, Braidwood, Cooma, Kangaroo Island, Mallacoota, Mongarlowe, 

Moruya and Omeo share their stories.”  

● No Land, No Livelihood, No Home (4EB) - A 10-part series of strong voices from Pacific 

islands and the Torres Strait fighting for climate justice and survival. Presented by 

Maureen Mopio (4EB) and available through the CRN.  

Lifestyle programs  

● Make a Change (BAY FM)– about inspiring positive change in the community, the 

environment and the self.  

● Multicultural Nation (BAY FM) - features music, culture, interviews, community news and 

information, including for new migrants, refugees and emerging communities. The aim of 

this program is to promote community harmony, peace and unity - both locally and 

globally. Program includes some people that are trying to bring awareness about 

environmental issues in those regions, whether it is to do with climate change or with 

other things like big companies coming in and logging.  

● The Full Quid (2BoB) – covers local issues, the environment, the arts and music. 
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Youth programs  

● A Youth Activity Centre (YAC) - (BAY FM)– covers current events for local youth that 

frequently includes discussion of climate and environmental issues.  

● The A to Z of Everything (CHY FM) –covers broad issues including environmental topics.  

● Panorama (SYN FM) - SYN’s flagship news and current affairs show, it covers news, 

politics and culture. It discusses what matters to youth, and what matters to you, 

including environmental issues and climate change.  

Disaster broadcasting 

This study commenced just a few months after the 2019-2020 Black Summer, when damaging, 

sometimes fatal, bushfires spread across many regions of NSW, Victoria and Queensland. The 

CBAA Submission to the Royal Commission into National Natural Disaster Arrangements 

highlighted the disaster broadcasting contribution of community radio stations across the 

three affected states including:  

● Braidwood FM - Braidwood, NSW  

● 2EAR - Eurobodalla, NSW  

● Rhema FM - Manning Great Lakes, NSW 

● Highland FM - Bowral, NSW  

● TLC FM - Yamba, NSW  

● STA FM - Inverell, NSW  

● Ten FM - Tenterfield, NSW  

● Rim FM 100.1- Boonah, QLD  

● 3MGB - Mallacoota, Vic  

● REG-FM - East Gippsland, Vic  

● 3HCR, High Country Radio - Omeo, Vic  

● Alpine Radio - Mount Beauty, Vic. 
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A key recommendation from the CBAA in the wake of the Black Summer bushfire crisis was to 

expand Victoria’s emergency broadcasting to be part of a national approach. In Victoria, 

community radio stations can be certified as official emergency broadcasters, enabling them 

to secure a formal relationship with Emergency Management Victoria. This ensures they 

received timely information and warnings. The following stations are official emergency 

broadcasters: 

● Gippsland FM – Gippsland, Vic 

● 3MGB – Mallacoota, Vic 

● Light FM – Melbourne, Vic 

● Stereo 974 FM – Melbourne, Vic 

● Plenty Valley FM – Melbourne, Vic 

● UGFM - Upper Goulburn, NSW 

● Radio KLFM – Bendigo, Vic 

● Alpine Radio - Mount Beauty, Vic  

● Radio Eastern – Croydon, Vic 

● Radio Mansfield – Eildon and Mansfield, Vic. 

Disaster broadcasting across the sector is, of course, not restricted to bushfires. Many stations 

have been involved in other forms of disaster broadcasting, including the following examples:  

● Triple T, Townsville, QLD, 2019 –Disaster broadcasting during the Townsville floods  

● Cairns Community Radio, Cairns, QLD, 2019 – Multi-language broadcasts during cyclones  

● Ngaarda Media, Karratha, WA, 2019 – Disaster broadcasting during Cyclone Veronica  

● Yolŋu Radio, Nhulunbuy, NT, 2015 – Disaster broadcasting in language, two cyclones. 
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Disaster preparedness and recovery 

Many stations are also involved in disaster preparedness and recovery efforts. There are 

several infrastructure grants available from the CBF that not only help stations recover from 

disasters, but also help them prepare for disaster broadcasting. Further, both the CBAA and 

the CMTO offer disaster broadcasting training for broadcasters and station managers aimed at 

empowering more stations to take on this vital community role.  

There are also a wide range of recovery efforts that community radio stations are involved in, 

dependent on both the disaster and the community. Triple T in Townsville, for example, 

played a significant role after the 2019 floods, broadcasting information about insurance, 

dumps accepting flood-damaged items, as well as programming centred on community 

resilience and mental health in the aftermath of the disaster. Many stations were also 

involved in fundraising efforts to help bushfire-affected communities recover from the Black 

Summer including Highland FM in Bowral who hosted a benefit concert, Loving Life FM in 

Grafton who raised money for their local rural fire service, and STA FM in Inverell who 

donated 65 pallets of cereal to local farmers. Fundraising efforts are common across the 

sector post-disasters, with five stations in the New England area of New South Wales 

collaborating on a drought relief concert to help local farmers during the 2018 droughts. 

Webinar organised by CBAA 

CBAA organised a webinar for the research team to raise the profile of the project and seek 

feedback from radio stations. The webinar, held on 24 November 2020, attracted 21 

participants and was subsequently viewed 25 times on YouTube and 112 on Facebook: the 

webinar can be viewed on the CBAA website (https://www.cbaa.org.au/article/webinar-

warming-%E2%80%93-climate-reporting-community-broadcasting-24-november-2020). 

Case study of five community radio stations 

Five community radio stations in NSW participated in this pilot research project. In selecting 

these radio stations for the pilot study—and in consultation with CBAA— we sought stations 

that provided some of the diversity represented in community broadcasting: stations with a 

focus on youth, multiculturalism, Indigenous and/or located in rural and regional locations. 

We were also interested in stations that might have experienced events in their location that 

might provide insights into a climate-changed future.  

 

https://www.cbaa.org.au/article/webinar-warming-%E2%80%93-climate-reporting-community-broadcasting-24-november-2020
https://www.cbaa.org.au/article/webinar-warming-%E2%80%93-climate-reporting-community-broadcasting-24-november-2020
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The following stations were selected.  

Two of the stations consulted in this project are located in the North Coast 

● BAY FM, located in Byron Bay on the New South Wales far north coast, was selected for 

this study because of its reputation for environmental programming and its community’s 

experience with coastal storms, flooding and erosion and, in the ‘black’ summer 2019, 

bushfires in neighbouring regions. 

● 2BOB broadcasts to the Manning Valley on the Mid-Coast of New South Wales from their 

studio in Taree. 2BOB was selected for this study because of its ‘alternative roots’, its 

emphasis on involving youth in presenting and programming and its community’s 

experience with bushfires in the 2019-2020 Black Summer bushfire season. 

Two radio stations are located in inland, rural or remote areas of New South Wales 

● Ten FM in Tenterfield, in the north east corner of the New England North West (NENW) 

region. Ten FM was selected for this study because of its rural location, which was 

expected to have a more conservative audience, but also because of its recent 

experience in weather events such as droughts and bushfires.  

● River Radio in Wilcannia in the Far West region.  River Radio in Wilcannia was selected for 

this study because it operates in a mostly Indigenous population that has been severely 

affected by a ‘creeping’ climate-related disaster of a prolonged drought. 

One radio station was selected because it was both an urban location as well as a faith-based 

and multicultural radio station. 

● 2MFM was selected for this study because it is a community broadcaster that services a 

multicultural community, that is also a faith community. Muslim Community Radio is 

located in the Sydney suburb of Bankstown and broadcasts across the city. 

Our original plans of visiting the stations for interviews changed due to COVID-19 concerns 

and restrictions. Instead, we conducted online interviews, from one to two hours in duration, 

that were recorded and later transcribed and analysed.



 

20 
 

Key insights and discussion 

While the five radio stations were based in different locations with different communities, 

from this study, some themes emerged in terms of common barriers and opportunities.  

Barriers to communicating climate change 

We identified three key barriers that affected the radio stations’ effectiveness in having 

programming and discussions relating to climate change: the organisational culture of the 

stations; climate belief and scepticism; and other environmental issues.  

Station organisational culture 

This study affirmed the significance of the culture of a radio station and that it influences—

both directly and indirectly—what topics are discussed through radio programming: the 

culture can foster discussions about climate change and other environmental issues, but it can 

also inhibit or stifle discussion of these topics.  

Stations that described themselves as “arising from alternative beginnings” (2BOB) or were 

based in a community with “a history of progressive values” (Bay FM) or are “all aware of the 

risks of climate change” (Ten FM), all routinely included programming about climate change-

related issues. Their programming included specific environmental programs as well as other 

lifestyle programs that regularly and comfortably included discussions relevant to climate 

change. BAY FM, for example, described how they routinely report on a wide-ranging array of 

environmental and climate change issues, including youth climate strikes, ocean protection, 

and plastic pollution. They, like 2BOB, also have lifestyle programs that discuss local to global 

scale issues and actions that are environmentally- or climate-friendly.  

There was a show that ran for, I think a year, called the climate crisis or something like that – a 

lot of it was about resilience but it was really about confronting the climate crisis. (Bay FM)  

For stations that had a more conservative culture, environmental programming was reported 

to be more difficult to instil in programming. For a metropolitan station in Brisbane that had a 

management team strongly dominated by retired commercial radio personnel, the 

organisational culture made it difficult to get even simple environmental topics into the 

programming. 
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Politically conservative, older white men are identified as the group most likely to be sceptical 

of climate change (McCright & Dunlap, 2011), although political affiliation and conservatism 

are found to be stronger factors than age and race (Hornsey & Fielding, 2020). The older, 

conservative males at the metropolitan station were described as ‘“out and out climate 

deniers”, which was linked to their sources of information; “these people get their information 

from mainstream media and there is a lot in mainstream media that is pushing this false 

narrative” (Web1). This was compounded by the politicization of climate change in Australia, 

which has resulted in polarised and entrenched views aligned with party political views and 

agendas (Tranter, 2013). In the urban, conservative radio station, this played out through a 

clash of political identities that fosters dismissal of alternative views:  

Right from the get-go, just because I was concerned about climate change and environment 

issues, I was a greenie. (Web1)  

The station culture also supported the level of reliability of the information they broadcast. 

For instance, BAY FM actively discouraged sceptical or denial discussions or misinformation, 

eventually discontinuing a program considered not to meet the station’s standards of 

reliability. 

We did have a program here – discussed many issues including climate change, two blokes 

rambling… they were banned from discussing climate change, all conspiracy theory stuff and 

I’d look back to the source and it was those websites backed by fossil fuel companies…It was 

worrying! They kept saying that their show was very popular, and they had all these listeners. 

(Bay FM) 

The multicultural station 2MFM also had a very strict culture and approach to providing 

‘information from trusted sources’ and placed great importance on provenance and authority 

of information sources to maintain their social contract with their listeners.  

During the COVID-10 crisis this was shown more clearly because at the time people were 

spreading rumours and talking about this issue…we were assuring our community that we 

would only relay information from trusted sources. If I get a media release from the Prime 

Minister’s office, then I will tell them “I have received this media release on this day on this 

particular hour and this is the content” and I will read it as is and then I will translate it into 

Arabic. Sometimes they ask me about an issue and I will say that “I haven’t received any formal 

information about the topic. Wait until I get it and I will pass it on to you straight away”. 

(2MFM) 
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Climate disbelief and scepticism 

Australia’s lack of leadership and deep political division on climate change contributes to a 

lack of confidence or trust in climate science (Kousser & Tranter, 2018) and stations report 

this causes confusion in their communities about what to believe about climate change. 

There are certain issues that are ambiguous, because they hear the different opinions 

especially from the politicians. You have two main political parties; each one has different 

views…There is still some confusion... it is not very clear. And the government policies have not 

been very straightforward. It has been politicised. (2MFM)  

People that are heard the most are these politicians and it’s like they are stalling the debate 

and stifling the debate a lot of the time. (Bay FM) 

This lack of leadership, political division and confusion also fosters misinformation and climate 

scepticism or denial and stations are aware of these stances in their community.  

The ‘red necks’ or the ‘righties’ or something like that tend to dismiss it and are adamant that 

it’s just chance or something like that, or that we’ve just got to sit through this and it will all get 

better again. (Ten FM)  

There are still people saying that it’s not real. I hear that less and less now but that’s still out 

there. We have pockets right here in our community and they might think climate change is 

real but not necessarily because of what climate scientists say. (Bay FM)  

Perceptions of climate change are influenced by a person’s sources of news and information 

(Carmichael & Brulle, 2018) and so these stances are regarded by one station as being both 

shaped and reflected by mainstream media: ‘for so long Newscorp/Murdoch has been able to 

gear the conversation’ (BAY FM).  

Even for people who want to reduce their environmental footprint, the lack of climate 

leadership is discouraging. For an individual, it can be difficult to see the impact of their own 

actions when faced with lack of urgency or clear action at the national level of government.  

it’s pretty overwhelming climate change...We tried to tell people that they can help on a 

microlevel that they can reduce their personal greenhouse footprint but really, it’s up to the 

government really to have targets and realistic targets to get to zero carbon by 2050. (2BOB)  

One of the problems leading to lack of clarity about climate change is the difficulty for the 

public in understanding what is credible is the ability to ‘critically analyse’ news sources.  
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For me the big thing is conspiracy theories and critically analysing sources, the problem is social 

media and generations of people who aren’t trained in / never really come across social media 

before and can’t tell if a video is real or not real, if it’s been doctored…We live in a society 

where we’ve got such issues with sources and problematic things we have with the media and 

citizen journalism - where do you draw the line – is it good, is it bad? (BAY FM) 

The multicultural station took a direct and pragmatic approach to conspiracy theories and 

unverified information that they applied across the range of issues and that means delivering 

the information directly from their trusted sources (usually government departments, 

universities and academics that they regard as trusted sources) in English and then a range of 

other languages relevant for their audience.  

During the COVID-10 crisis …people were spreading rumours …we were assuring our 

community that we would only relay information from trusted sources. If I get a media release 

from the Prime Minister’s office, then I will tell them “I have received this media release on this 

day, at this particular hour and this is the content” and I will read it as is and then I will 

translate it into Arabic… And they tell me, for example, “social media is talking about this and 

that” – “well it doesn’t concern me – you are able to check on what is written on social media 

but for me, I will only pass on to you information from trusted sources. (2MFM) 

Many environmental issues including climate change 

Even if climate change is a priority, it may be put aside for other urgent needs such as housing. 

Lifestyle migration, encouraged by the COVID-19 pandemic, has led ‘e-changers’ and ‘flee-

changers’ to migrate to regional areas to take advantage of home-based work and avoid 

pandemic-related restrictions (Guaralda et al., 2020) resulting in increasing pressure on 

housing markets (ABC News, 2021) and thus speeding up development of environmentally 

sensitive areas or areas vulnerable to sea level rise or bushfires. Two stations highlighted how 

social issues such as needs for housing taking precedence over environmental issues such as 

land clearing and degradation,  

One of the worries we have is a lot of people moving from the city up to this area and they are 

a building furiously along the coast and there is a bit of destruction of koala 

habitat…Manufactured homes and estates and things like that, which we don't like. (2BOB). 

Opportunities for communicating climate change 

We identified three issues that presented as opportunities for the radio stations to 

communicate about climate change: support for climate change belief and use of local voices; 
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experts, local champions and local stories; and the expanding need and role for disaster 

broadcasting.  

Climate belief and local voices 

For Indigenous radio station River Radio in Wilcannia, their station’s culture reflects a 

different, more integrated, relationship with their community and landscape and “and not just 

as a broadcasting unit”. Their ambition is to “become a bigger radio station so we can get our 

voice heard nationally even internationally”. For this Indigenous community, environmental 

issues are interwoven with cultural issues. The drying up of the Barka (Darling River) to leave 

the town with little then no supply of water has had a dramatic effect on the cultural and 

environmental aspects of the community.  

I’ve seen how life was when I first came to Wilcannia and how it has changed for our 

community. The men, the youth, the families, the cultural connection… Now I am dealing with 

suicide, dealing with depression. We had a thousand people living the in the town (dwindle) to 

600 because there is no work. (River Radio). 

They also have ’deep and wide’ local leadership that is ensuring that climate change is central 

to community discussion and “conversation about it is ongoing daily”. There is no scepticism 

or doubt about climate change impacts as this community experiences widespread and 

devastating, even fatal, consequences. They also acknowledge how institutional arrangements 

and decision making from the local to the national level are further exacerbating existing 

climate-related risks, particularly through allocation of water rights. 

It is the humans’ and the governments’ decisions that shaped the Barka, which is an entity that 

belonged to the people, that looked after the people. It is the government’s choice that turned 

this (river/water) into a commodity. There are even people…that don’t even own land but they 

own water rights. (River Radio) 

The issue for this community, therefore, is not local conversations about how to adapt to 

climate change, but how to have a wider, national discussion that results in action that returns 

their river to a functional, life and culture sustaining ecosystem. Wilcannia wants      their story 

of climate impacts told to other communities in Australia and the world. 

Our community is already doing the talking…community leaders, young people, elders, families 

have already spoken to everyone they can possibly think of to keep the awareness (of) the 

devastation and the impact. But it has got to be from voice to action… We need people not just 

only to listen but to act and help us make the change… This nation, this country, needs to act 
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on it. That’s what we need people to help us in making the government to see differently. (River 

Radio) 

Experts, local champions and local stories 

Each of the stations emphasised the need for experts that could clearly and objectively outline 

the science to “explain better what we are talking about when are talking about the risk of 

climate change” (Ten FM), “instead of the political sway left or right” and to “really dispel 

climate change myths” (BAY FM).  

However, having a climate expert to present ‘more and better’ explanations is not always 

appropriate or useful. Communication of climate science has focused on promoting scientific 

literacy and understanding of the science. This ‘deficit model’ positions the relationship 

between science and society as a problem of knowledge transfer and assumes that people 

simply need to be presented with timely and targeted evidence of climate change: thus, any 

rejection of climate change lies with the lack of appropriate explanation (Suldovsky, 2016). 

Despite asking for more science, the stations recognise that this type of communication is not 

optimal and are seeking more diverse sources and local champions. 

While the science of climate change is important to understanding part of the complexity of 

climate change and actions that need to be taken, it is only a partial story.  How climate 

science is delivered to the community needs careful thought. Science produces facts and 

figures through a detached prescriptive process, however for individuals and communities, 

meaning and significance emerge from embedded experience (Jasanoff, 2010). For science to 

be translated and have meaning and significance—and thus promote discussion and action—

its needs to be interpreted for the local context, which highlights the need for local stories, 

which are a strength of community radio (Foxwell-Norton et al., 2019).  

It is really important to hear from people who know what they are talking about: people who 

are really qualified and who have studied and can share that information with us. We can listen 

to what they have to say and then listen to the responses and what people are actually going 

through on a day-to-day life. (Bay FM) 

We have a section called ‘have your say’, where people can talk for 2-3 minutes and we try to 

make sure that it’s balanced but we are very open to other opinions…we don’t take a stand, 

but we allow different people to talk. (Ten FM)  

We definitely want conversations where we hear from everybody. The scientists have been 

talking for a long time and we need to still listen to them definitely, but the other people that 
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are heard the most are these politicians and it’s like they are stalling the debate and stifling the 

debate a lot of the time. We want to hear from other people besides them. (BAY FM)  

It is also about rethinking expertise and who is an expert. Each of the stations described this in 

the context of their own situation and the need for local stories. The Indigenous community 

considered the expertise of their Elders and engage with them and the broader community, 

including youth who articulated the cultural loss they experienced.  This highlights the need to 

tell stories that make sense locally, which may or may not carry the intent to educate 

communities about climate science (but are necessarily based in the acceptance of climate 

science).  Communicating climate risks and impacts in the context of local cultures – as diverse 

as local histories, industry, sport and recreation pursuits, First Nation’s culture and heritage, 

religion and so on – can act as meaningful platforms to understand arrived and forecast 

climate changes.  These local stories align with the accepted wisdom of climate 

communication to tell local stories in context, again, a strength of Australia’s community radio 

sector. Another example is the multicultural station (2MFM) that suggested their religious lens 

is a key difference for their culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) community.  

Our community adds a religious aspect… we are part of this large community not dissociated 

from it… we have learned to use the right approach and it is very successful. (2MFM) 

The key to their successful approach, suggests 2MFM, is using their own religious ‘experts’ to 

explain issues from a religious perspective to build trust in this advice.  

We understand the culture, we know exactly what are the matters that are sensitive to them 

and we try and approach it in a better way. I am a religious advisor…People listen to me and 

they take my word, and this has made my work a lot easier. (2MFM) 

Disaster broadcasting 

Each station has been involved in disaster broadcasting in recent times: most during the 2019-

2020 fire season that affected much of NSW. For the Sydney station 2MFM, this meant 

broadcasting air quality warnings from the bushfire smoke pollution.  For the stations in 

coastal and regional NSW, their broadcasting focussed on the unfolding fire emergency for 

their local area.  This meant they were sourcing more local content as well as producing more 

bulletins with updated content.  

It was really intense…normally we have just one news bulletin that’s prepared for that day… 

But during that two-week period, I ramped it up to four times… and they weren’t the same 
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bulletin… I did that for the daily news and that emergency coverage and then we had other 

things (recorded extracts from community emergency briefings) in some other shows. (BAY FM) 

This extra content was produced with no extra resources, though help arrived from other 

volunteers that wanted to help and community members that contacted the station.  

It was relentless, producing four fresh bulletins each day with limited resources… I had a little 

bit of help from a couple of my colleagues…People were contacting the station… they thought 

they had some tips that they could share.  (BAY FM)  

The experience of broadcasting during the bushfires, emphasised the need for the station to 

have established relationships with emergency services and other officials. Stations found it 

useful to have interviews and information about potential risks at timely periods, such as the 

beginning of the fire season or and during high danger alert period.  

I had brought in the RFS volunteers in the region that hadn’t been in the station before…I was 

so glad that I had them on air doing that and saying things like ‘clear your gutters: if the fire is 

coming, fill your gutters up with water, block the edges off at each end”. (BAY FM)  

During the bushfire events, these established relationships with emergency service 

organisations also helped the stations to keep abreast of current conditions and they were 

“speaking with the representative of the RFS here every day” (BAY FM). And, following the 

disaster, they could work collaboratively to be better prepared for future events.  

The crisis centre was set up in the memorial hall, about half a kilometre away…where the 

police, SES, RFS, council and so on, could go and coordinate their efforts but it was very 

disjointed. Now they are building an emergency centre in the council building where all these 

people can sit down together and have direct communication with their local and regional 

headquarters… Our radio station is adjoining the council buildings so we can really keep our 

finger on the pulse and let people know what is going on almost instantaneously. (Ten FM)  

The experience of ‘disaster’ broadcasting was very different in Wilcannia for a range of 

reasons, including the type of disaster, and their advocacy. Disasters are often considered as 

abrupt and intense events such as wildfire, floods and cyclones. However, Australia is very 

familiar with the creeping disasters of drought, salinity, desertification or land degradation, 

where the severe effects are experienced for prolonged periods– years or even a decade – 

with devastating social, environmental and economic consequences. River Radio’s ‘disaster 

broadcasting’ consists of getting the message out from their community to the rest of the 

country.   
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Recommendations for future work  

This pilot project has identified an opportunity for the Australian community radio sector to 

lead its communities in climate action initiatives.  Prospects for meaningful impact and 

engagement that leverage the special position of community radio in the Australian media 

landscape are many.  A national Warming Up project would (again) showcase the strength, 

innovation and commitment of Australian community radio to the global network of 

community radio and other media.   

This future work would continue to develop relationships of co-creation with stations, 

establishing a sector advisory committee including sector representative bodies and the CBAA, 

the Community Media Training Organisation and the Griffith University research team to best 

deliver processes and productions that will serve community radio in the decades to come.   

These are decades that will be substantially altered by climate changes for everyday 

people/citizens and their communities.  Finding ways to navigate these changes and empower 

local people is familiar and expert terrain for the community radio sector.  While not panacea, 

or without its challenges, the sheer breadth of the community radio sector in terms of culture 

and geography, deems the stories it tells a likely site of meaningful communication on climate 

change and action.  

Working with the CBAA, we suggest a Warming Up national project that is committed to the 

principles of climate justice (see Box 1) and will seek to: 

● Develop training workshops, modules and/or programs that: accommodate the 

diversity of the sector including diverse landscapes, languages and community 

cultures; build confidence and capacity to discuss climate change impacts, risks, 

challenges and opportunities – incorporating the slow news of climate changes and 

breakout spectacular moments; and develop skills to tell stories based on local 

expertise including though not limited to climate science expertise. 

● Develop a broadcast series, targeting 10-15 willing stations to tell their stories of 

climate changes to their community and/or to other Australian and global 

communities. This series could include interviews with existing broadcasters and 

volunteers dedicated to the local communication of climate changes alongside 

amplifying the knowledge and experience of First Nations communities, regional and 

rural communities and diverse and often niche urban communities. 
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● Build relationships and capacity in other Asia Pacific communities to communicate 

climate change, seeking networks and partnerships with community radio services in 

the region. 

 
Box 1: Principles of Climate Justice 
 
1. Respect and protect human rights. 

2. Support the right to development. 

3. Share benefits and burdens equitably. 

4. Ensure that decisions on climate change are participatory, transparent and 

accountable. 

5. Highlight gender equality and equity. 

6. Harness the transformative power of education for climate stewardship. 

7. Use effective partnerships to secure climate justice. 

Source: Mary Robinson Foundation for Climate Justice (2018).  

 

 

We are excited to expand this pilot study to a national project that will build the capacity of 

the community radio sector to lead and participate in local responses to climate changes, 

working within both the longer term ‘slow violence’ of climate changes, alongside climate 

related disaster events.    

We invite further discussions regarding funding and partners with an Australian Research 

Council Linkage, a likely site for funding to realise the national ambition of this project.  Other 

funding sources are also possible, to be explored in ongoing conversations.  
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Appendix 1: Case study background 

Climate change context for the pilot radio stations 

For this pilot study, we considered the climate change context for each station, which includes 

planning for climate change that is occurring at the local level; recent events that may be 

linked with climate change or are similar to projected impacts and so provide insights into 

future events; and climate change projections for each region.   

For local scale planning, we include the climate change planning activities being undertaken 

by the local council. This is useful as an easily accessible proxy of community attitudes and 

preparation for change. The impacts of climate change are experienced at the local scale and 

so adaptation to climate change needs to be planned at the local scale and to take account of 

local context.  Local councils are the tier of government that is often collecting and 

interpreting climate change projections and potential impacts for their local community. 

Furthermore, local governments are elected by the local community and so the council’s 

actions on climate change are likely to broadly reflect community attitudes about the 

importance of climate change.  

We briefly consider weather-related events that have occurred in the region. Most of the 

stations had recently experienced fire, flood, drought or all three types of disaster.  

We also broadly outline the climate change 

projections for each region. The NSW state 

government has divided the state into ten 

planning regions (see Figure a) and 

developed climate change snapshots for 

each planning region1 The snapshots include 

high resolution climate projections 

developed in 2014 by NARCLiM (NSW and 

ACT Regional Climate Modelling).  

 

1 (https://climatechange.environment.nsw.gov.au/Climate-projections-for-NSW). 

Figure a: NSW climate change planning 

regions. Source: 

https://climatechange.environment.nsw

.gov.au/ 
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These snapshots provide broad details of the current climate as well as likely changes in 

climate in the near future (by 2030) and the far future (by 2070).  Key climate aspects 

considered are changes to temperature, rainfall, hot days (maximum over 350C), cold nights 

(minimum less than 20C). Importantly, these snapshots aim to present the projections at a 

scale that is useful for local decision makers such as local governments and industries.  

The radio stations in this pilot study are located across several of the planning regions:  two 

are located in the North Coast region, one in the New England North West, one in the Central 

West and Orana; and one in Metropolitan Sydney.   

Coastal regional community radio  

Two of the stations consulted in this project are located within the same planning region of 

the North Coast: Bay FM in Byron Bay and 2BOB in Taree. The North Coast region extends 

along the coast from Port Stephens in the south to include the Tweeds Shire in the north and 

west to the Great Dividing Range.  

Bay FM, Byron Bay 

The Traditional Custodians of the region are the Arakwal people of the Bundjalung Nation. 

According to 2019 statistics, the population of Byron Shire is just over 35,000 (Byron Shire 

Council, 2019). Byron Bay is a major tourist destination and, prior to the pandemic, attracts 

more than one million visitors annually, (Byron Shire Council, 2021).  

Bay FM has a strong commitment to reflecting the ideas and aspirations of their community, 

as well as to informing their listeners on local and global issues (Bay FM, 2021). The station is 

well-known within the sector for its news and current affairs programming, winning the CBAA 

award for excellence in journalism for the past three years (CBAA, 2021). Bay FM features an 

eclectic range of programming focussed on different music genres, sports, and community 

events, as well as a specific community news programme and “Eco Futures”, a show featuring 

interviews discussions on environmental and sustainability topics. 

BAY FM includes the following programming relevant to climate change: Make a Change; Eco 

Futures: A Youth Activity Centre (YAC) program.  

Byron Shire’s climate change context 

Byron Shire Council incorporated climate change into its planning schemes earlier than most 

other local governments in Australia by considering sea level rise in its coastal planning in 
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1988. More recently, BSC declared a climate emergency in October 20182.  BSC developed a 

Climate Change Strategic Plan in 2009 that was reviewed in 2014 and is currently under 

another review. This plan emphasises three main impacts: rising temperatures, sea level rise 

and increased rainfall intensity. 

The international tourism destination of Byron Shire has experienced several major coastal 

erosion events in recent decades that have eroded the main tourist beaches of Clarkes Beach, 

Main Beach and Belongil Beach to the extent that some dwellings and other built assets have 

been at high risk of washing away.  Given the important social, economic and ecological 

significance of Byron Bay beaches—both locally and nationally— the erosion issues were 

widely discussed in both legacy and social media. 

More recently, in the 2019-2020 fire season, Byron Shire was not directly affected by 

bushfires but did experience significant smoke pollution. However, the surrounding Shire 

(Kyogle, Clarence Valley and Ballina Shires) all experienced significant burns in the ‘Long Gully 

Fire’ with two deaths in the town of Drake in Tenterfield Shire and a prolonged fire that 

burned for several weeks in the Nightcap National Park in the Tweed Shire.  

2BOB 

2BOB broadcasts to the Manning Valley on the Mid-Coast of New South Wales from their 

studio in Taree. The Traditional Custodians of the lands where 2BOB operates and broadcasts 

are the Biripi and Worimi people. Taree is approximately four hours north of Sydney and has a 

population of roughly 26,000 people (ABS, 2020). The Mid-Coast Council declared a climate 

emergency in October of 2019 and are currently developing a Climate Change Policy and 

Strategy which includes both a Climate Change Resilience and Adaptation Plan and a Climate 

Change Mitigation Plan (MidCoast Council, 2021). 

2BOB began broadcasting in 1986 and airs a range of programming from local and specialist 

music to youth programs (2BOB, n. d.). The station aims to showcase the diversity of the local 

community through their programming, particularly through their five language programs. 

They suggest “there’s a lively community interest in climate change and we get a lot of 

support from that”. 

 
2 https://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/Council/Media-centre/Media-releases/Byron-Shire-Council-declares-a-State-of-

Climate-Emergency 
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MidCoast Shire’s climate change context 

2BOB is located in the local government area of MidCoast. The MidCoast Shire Council 

declared a climate emergency in October 2019 (https://www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/News-

Media/MidCoast-Council-declares-climate-emergency) and is well advanced in climate change 

planning for its local area. The Council recently (February 2021) published a draft for 

consultation ‘risk-based Climate Change Policy and Action Plan’, that states it will “both 

manage and reduce our greenhouse emissions, and adapt our practices to reduce our impact 

on the environment and our communities” 

(https://www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Climate-Change-and-the-MidCoast). This 

draft plan summarises the range of climate change assessments for the region over the past 

decade.  

Similar to the Byron Shire, areas around Taree also experienced significant bushfires in 

November 2019, as part of the catastrophic 2019-2020 bushfire season. Many nearby towns 

(Forster, Cloncurry) were evacuated over several days and on 13 November 2019, on just one 

night, 21,500 hectares were burned out.  

Climate projections for the North Coast region 

The North Coast region is expected to experience warmer day and night temperatures, 

changed rainfall patterns and increased fire weather, including an increase in severe fire days 

in summer and spring.  Specifically, there is projected to be an Increase in daily temperatures 

0.70C by 2039 and by 20C by 2079.  In the warmer northern part of the region, current average 

summer temperatures are 24-260C and average maximum summer temperatures are 30-320C. 

There is projected to be more hot days with temperatures over 350C and fewer cold nights of 

less than 20C.  

The North Coast region already has highly variable rainfall. In the region’s north rainfall varies 

from more than 1600mm in the far north to 800–1200mm in areas of the Great Dividing 

Range. There is higher rainfall in summer than winter and in the near future, rainfall is 

projected to decrease in winter.   

Average and severe fire weather is likely to increase in summer and spring: for example, in 

Casino, the area most at risk, severe fire conditions are estimated to occur on average two 

days each year. In 2019-2020 the North Coast region experienced a devastating and fatal 

bushfire season that was significant for both of the two North Coast radio stations in this pilot 

https://www.midcoast.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Climate-Change-and-the-MidCoast
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study.  At the time of writing in March 2021, the region is also experiencing major flooding, 

particular in the south of the region around Taree.  

Rural and remote regional community radio 

Two radio stations are located in inland, rural or remote areas of New South Wales, Ten FM in 

Tenterfield, in the north east corner of the New England North West (NENW) region and River 

Radio in Wilcannia in the Far West region.   

Ten FM, Tenterfield  

Ten FM is located in Tenterfield, New South Wales, a town on the New England Tablelands, 

approximately three-hour’s drive from Brisbane. The Tenterfield region is on the lands of the 

Kamilaroi, Bundjalung, and Jukembal people. Tenterfield Shire, which includes Tenterfield and 

seven surrounding villages, has a population of almost 7,000 residents (ABS, 2021). The 

economy in Tenterfield is primarily based around agriculture, mostly sheep and beef cattle 

farming (Tenterfield Shire Council, 2021).  

Ten FM is a long-standing community radio station that has been serving Tenterfield and the 

surrounding area since 1983. The station has a broadcast range that extends across the border 

into Queensland, an area bounded by the towns of Woodenbong, Tabulam, Deepwater & 

Texas. Ten FM’s programming reflects a range of music interests including jazz, rock, country, 

as well as a syndicated top 40 popular music show. News bulletins are on the hour and are 

provided by Australian Independent Radio News (Ten FM, 2012). The station does not 

broadcast any specific environmental or climate change programming but was heavily 

involved in emergency broadcasting during the bushfires that threatened surrounding towns 

in September 2019. The station worked with emergency services from both New South Wales 

and Queensland to provide up-to-date information to all areas within their broadcasting range 

(CBAA, 2020). 

Tenterfield Shire’s climate change context 

Tenterfield Shire Council (TSC) appears to be in the early stages of planning for climate change 

with some recent planning documents not considering climate risk.  The council’s drought 

management plan3 , developed in October 2019, mentions a recent history of droughts but 

does not mention climate change or the potential for future drought risk. The recent draft 

 
3 https://www.tenterfield.nsw.gov.au/your-council/council-documents/plans-reports/drought-management-plan 



 

39 
 

Tenterfield Local Strategic Planning Statement 2040 (LSPS) developed in 2020, outlines broad 

goals for the TSC, suggesting that “Tenterfield's population and economy can sustain growth 

without having a negative impact on the environment is of paramount importance” (p. 12). 

This draft strategy, outlines Planning Priority 8, ‘resilience to climate change’ to include 

reviewing planning provisions that affect natural hazards and vulnerable areas, water and 

energy security, and community engagement.  

Climate projections for the New England North West region 

The NENW region is projected to experience an overall increase in temperature: that is, 

increases in average temperatures and minimum and maximum temperatures in both near 

(2030) and far (2070) futures.  Projections suggest that in the near future, both minimum and 

maximum temperatures will increase by 0.7°C.  In the far future, maximum temperatures are 

projected to increase by 2.2°C and minimum temperatures are projected to increase by 2.3°C. 

This means increased overnight temperatures, which are known to negative consequences on 

human health but also other indirect impacts, for example, reduced crop yields.  

The region already has an average of 50-60 ‘hot’ days above 35°C. In the Tenterfield area, the 

number of hot days is project to increase by 5-10 each year in the near future and 10-20 by 

the far future.  The region is also likely to experience fewer cold nights, especially in winter:  in 

the Tenterfield area this is projected to be 10-20 days in the near future and 20-30 in the far 

future.  

NENW is already of region of high rainfall variability across years and across seasons and any 

changes in rainfall patterns can result in events such as droughts or floods. Rainfall projections 

are complex. Rainfall in this region is projected to decrease in winter in the near future; 

increase in autumn in the near and far future; and in summer, decrease in the near future and 

increase in the far future.  

Fire risk is expected to increase, with a rise average and severe fire weather in the near and 

far future. While the increase (from one to 2.5 days annually), these days are likely to occur in 

periods of high risk, i.e. in spring (the prescribed burning period) and summer (the peak fire 

risk season).  

River Radio Wilcannia 

Wilcannia is located in far west New South Wales, two hour’s drive from Broken Hill. The 

Traditional Owners of Wilcannia are the Barkindji People whose lands extend along the 
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Darling River. Wilcannia’s location on the Darling River meant it was once a thriving port town 

and a link between the outback and the Murray but the population of the area is now just 800 

people (ABS, 2016). The Central Darling Shire, where Wilcannia is located, is New South 

Wales’ largest shire by area, larger than Tasmania, but also has the smallest population of any 

shire in the state (Central Darling Shire, 2021). Wilcannia is the administration centre of the 

four main settlements of the Central Darling Shire that, although the largest council district in 

NSW, has only a small population of around 2000 people. The other settlements include 

Menindee, Ivanhoe and White Cliffs 

Wilcannia River Radio was established in 2009 after the station’s predecessor was shut down. 

Initially known just by its frequency, 103.1 FM, broadcasters and the community came 

together to decide on Wilcannia River Radio as the station’s name (FNMA, 2021). The station 

takes an activist role in environmental issues, particularly around the health of the Darling 

River. The station’s slogan is “Keepin’ it alive” and the logo represents both “community of all 

ages” and the River through different coloured dots (REDI.E, 2021). Wilcannia River Radio 

plays an important role supporting and advocating for the local community and was 

recognised by the CBAA in 2019, winning the Tony Staley Award for Excellence in Community 

Broadcasting, the associations top honour (Gooch, 2019). Drought and water management 

are significant environmental concerns in Wilcannia, with the flow of the Darling River 

regulated by the NSW Government attempting to balance the needs of downstream 

communities with those of upstream irrigators. 

Central Darling Shire’s climate change context 

In 2021, Central Darling Shire embarked on a community planning exercise that will form the 

basis of new community strategic plan for the shire as well as town and village improvement 

plans, tourism plans and an advocacy plan.   

Located within the Murray Darling Basin, the Central Darling shire has experienced around a 

decade of hot and dry weather resulting in a prolonged and crippling drought that, 

compounded by river mismanagement, has led to little to no flows in the Darling/Barka River 

in the past two years. In the latter half of 2018 the river system received less than one percent 

of its annual inflow. There were three major fish kills in the Menindee Lakes in December 

2018-January 20194. Community representatives report that water levels are too low for the 

 
4 https://www.mdba.gov.au/issues-murray-darling-basin/fish-deaths#what-causes-death 
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community to have potable drinking water from their household taps or for community 

activities such as swimming or fishing5.  

Climate projections for the Far West region 

The Far West baseline of hot days (days above 35°C) annually is expected to increase in the 

southern part of the region with 10-20 more hot days in the near future and as many as 30 

more hot days in the far future of 2070. The region is likely to experience a decrease in cold 

nights (below 2O°C: 5-10 fewer cold nights in the near future and 10-20 fewer cold nights by 

2070, especially in winter and spring.  

Already an area of low rainfall. The far West is likely to experience a decrease in Spring and 

Autumn rainfall in the near and far future. Winter rainfall is expected to decrease by 2030.  

However, Summer rainfall is expected to increase in the near and far future.  

Average and severe fire weather is projected to increase in both the near and far future. In 

the far future (2070) average fire weather risk is likely to increase in three seasons (except 

Autumn, which will experience a slight decrease), which include prescribed burning periods of 

Spring and the peak fire season of summer.  

Urban and multicultural radio 

Muslim Community Radio, Sydney 

Muslim Community Radio is located in the Sydney suburb of Bankstown and broadcasts across 

the city. The station is on the lands of the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation. According to the 

2016 census data (ABS, 2020), 5.3 percent of people in Greater Sydney listed their religious 

affiliation as Islam and Arabic was the second-most spoken language other than English. 

Western Sydney is one of the fastest growing and most culturally and linguistically diverse 

areas in Australia (Robertson & Aquino, 2017).  

Established in 1995, Muslim Community Radio, or 2MFM, broadcasts both general 

programming and programs specifically targeted at the multicultural Sydney Islamic 

community and can extend as far north as Newcastle and as far sound as Wollongong. The 

station broadcasts primarily in English and Arabic, though the diversity of Sydney’s Islamic 

community is represented with programming in Syrian, Lebanese, and Indonesian (2MFM, 

 
5 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-04/darling-river-flow-brings-mixed-emotions-downstream/13115892 
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n.d.). The station played a major role in communicating important health information and 

advice to culturally and linguistically diverse communities during the pandemic. 

Muslim faith climate change context 

Rather than consider the city planning context, more relevant for this station is the faith 

context. Religion is widely acknowledged to play an important role in understanding and 

supporting action (or inaction) on climate change through the shaping of worldviews and 

attitudes to nature (Haluza-Delay, 2014; Nunn et al. 2016). The Muslim faith is growing in 

Australia: the 2016 Australian census found it is the most important non-Christian religion in 

the nation6.  There is no single Muslim faith, rather Muslims come from a variety of race, 

ethnic and cultural backgrounds (Pew Research Center, 2012). Muslims do not have consistent 

definition of climate change and so a range of interpretations have emerged. There has been 

no study of Australian Muslims’ environmental attitudes, however a study of the UK and 

Indonesia shows that climate change can be considered not to exist or be attributed to 

humans or God (Koehrsen, 2021). A 2015 public statement that followed an international 

conference calls for Muslims and their decision makers to take sound actions on climate 

change (International Islamic Climate Change Symposium, 20157) 

Climate change projections for Sydney region 

Metropolitan Sydney is expected to get warmer with a projected increase of 0.7°C in 

maximum temperatures in the near future (by 2039) and 1.9°C in the far future (by 2070), 

with temperatures in the Western suburbs even higher, especially with the heat island effect 

of built-up areas. Higher maximum temperatures affect human health through the effects of 

heat stress and will also increase bushfire risk, affect wildlife and damage infrastructure (e.g. 

buckling of railway tracks, lightning strikes on train networks). There will be more hot days 

and fewer cold nights. For example, Western Sydney already experiences 10-20 days above 

35°C annually: this is likely to increase by 5-10 days in the near future and to double to include 

an extra 10-20 days by the far future. Rainfall patterns are likely to change with more rain in 

Autumn and less in Spring.  Average to sever fire weather is likely to increase in both the near 

and far future.  

 
6 ABS (2016) 2024.0 - Census of Population and Housing: Australia Revealed, 2016  

7 International Islamic Climate Change Symposium. (2015). Islamic declaration on global climate change. Retrieved 

from https://unfccc.int/news/islamic-declaration-on-climate-change 


